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GENERAL SURGERY. 

I* Antiseptic Surgery at the Hospital de la Salpetriere; 
Use of Boiling water. By M. Terrillon. (Paris). The writer 
insists particularly upon the value of disinfection of instruments by 
boiling water. Pasteur’s experiments first, and afterwards Roux’s have 
demonstrated that water at ioo° C. destroys all pathogenic microbes. 
It is true that the spores resist this temperature, but they lose the fac¬ 
ulty of developing rapidly, and, besides, a second immersion in boil¬ 
ing water some days afterwards will kill the microbes to which the 
germs have given origin. Lastly, as a matter of fact, all the surgeons 
who have made use of this means of disinfection have had marvel¬ 
lous results. After every operation the cleansed instruments should 
be plunged for ten minutes into boiling water, and before the next 
operation, they should be again immersed for ten miuutes. 

Water at ioo° C. serves also for the disinfection of silk. After ten 
minutes boiling, it is placed in bottles filled with Van Swieten’s solu¬ 
tion or carbolic lotion. At the moment of use it is once again plunged 
into boiling water. 

M Terrillon covers the points of suture with a layer ofiodol or iodo¬ 
form ointment, and strongly recommends the practice .—Le Progres 
Medicale, May 12, 1888. 

C. B. Keetley vLondon). 

II. Antiseptics in War Time. By Dr. E. Albert. (Vi¬ 
enna). During the war between Servia and Bulgaria only 2% of the 
wounded succumbed after being treated antiseptically. This contrasts 
very favorably with a death rate of 20%, which used to occur when 
antiseptics were not used, and shows how urgent it is that such treat¬ 
ment should be the rule with armies in the field. 
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An antiseptic dressing should be applied on the field of battle, as 
soon after the wound has occurred as possible. Securing the im¬ 
mobility of the injured part should only be seen to after this steril¬ 
ization has taken place. A larger number of surgeons are required 
in the first line and on the field of battle. There is no doubt that 
the secret of success in the antiseptic treatment of gunshot wounds is 
its early application .—Le Bulletin Medicate, Sept. 28, 1887. 

Leonard Mark (London). 

III. A Novel Extension of the Uses of Cocaine. By E. 

Hurry Fenwick F.R.C.S. (London). The author suggests that it 
may be used as a therapeutic, diagnostic aud prophlylactic agent. He 
first was made aware of its extended value by accident. A gentleman 
suffered constant pain for five years in his face, limbs, and urethra, 
consequent on an attack of gonorrhea. In order to examine the ure¬ 
thra with the endoscope, a few drops of a 20% solution of cocaine 
were injected into the urethra. In about 60 seconds the neuralgia in 
his face and limbs completely disappeared. He made a complete re¬ 
covery. After a number of experiments on frogs Mr. Fenwick con¬ 
cluded that cocaine was possessed of considerable reflex inhibtory 
powers 1. The application of cocaine temporarily abolishes the con¬ 
sciousness of weak stimuli, such as would correspond to slight nerve ir¬ 
ritations, neuralgias, etc. 2. The application of cocaine has no 
power whatever over stronger stimuli, such as would correspond to the 
pain of carcinoma, inflammation, etc. His clinical experience so far 
confirmed the above conclusions. He thus formulates the matter : If 
pain in any part of the body be due to a slight nerve irritation of an 
unimportant character, a cocaine injection into the urethra will quickly 
relieve it. If, on the the contrary, the pain is due to severe nerve irrita¬ 
tion, a cocaine injection will not relieve it. These facts open a large field 
in the differential diagnosis of the causes, as well as the just estima¬ 
tion of the amount of pain experienced by neurotics and others. I 
have used it largely in the diagnosis of urinary diseases. For instance, 
in cases of renal pain, if a urethral injection of a 20% so¬ 
lution of cocaine immediately relieves a pain in the kindeys, I diag- 



